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NOMINATIONS OF WILLIAM A. M. BURDEN AND DR. 
JOHN T. RETTALIATA TO BE MEMBERS OF THE NA- 
TIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE COUNCIL 


TUESDAY, MAY 19, 1959 


U.S. SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE SCIENCES, 
Washington, D.C. 

The committee met, pursuant to call, at 2: 35 p.m., in room 224, Old 
Senate Office Building, Senator Lyndon B. Johnson (chairman of 
the committee) presiding. 

Present: Senators Johnson (presiding), Symington, Stennis, 
Young, Dodd, Cannon, Wiley, Mrs. Smith, Martin, and Case of New 
Jersey. 

Also present: Kenneth E. BeLieu, staff director; Max Lehrer, as- 
sistant staff director; Everard H. Smith, Jr., counsel; Dr. Glen P. 
Wilson, chief clerk; Dr. Earl W. Lindveit, assistant chief clerk; and 
Mrs. Eilene Galloway, special consultant. 

Senator Jounson. The committee will please come to order. 

The committee is in receipt of two nominations by the President to 
fill vacancies on the National Aeronautics and Space Council. The 
nominees are William A. M. Burden and Dr. John T. Rettaliata. 

As the committee members are aware, section 201 of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958 provides for the establishment of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Council, the membership to con- 
sist of the President, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Defense, 
the Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration, the Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission, not more 
than one additional member appointed by the President from the de- 
partments and agencies of the Federal Government, and not more 
than three other members appointed by the President from among 
individuals in private life. 

The law requires that each member appointed or designated to 
serve shall do so by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
unless at the time of his appointment he holds an office to which he 
was previously appointed by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

Neither Mr. Burden nor Dr. Rettaliata is serving the Government 
under an appointment by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

Therefore, we are meeting today to become acquainted with these 
gentlemen, and, if it pleases the committee, to act on their nomina- 
tions. 

Mr. Burden has been serving as a member of the Council on the 


basis of a recess appointment made September 4, 1958. 
1 
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Dr. Rettaliata, if I am correctly informed, has not yet joined the 
Council. 

Copies of the Space Act, with the pertinent portions marked, have 
been placed before each member. Page 3 outlines the duties and 
functions of the Council. Specifically, it says: 


It shall be the function of the Council to advise the President with respect to 
the performance of certain duties. 


They are: 


1. Survey all significant aeronautical and space activities, including the 
policies, plans, programs, and accomplishments of all agencies of the United 
States engaged in such activities; 

2. Develop a comprehensive program of aeronautical and space activities to 
be conducted by agencies of the United States ; 

3. Designate and fix responsibility for the direction of major aeronautical 
and space activities; 

4. Provide for effective cooperation between the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration and the Department of Defense in all such activities and 
specify which of such activities may be carried on concurrently by both such 
agencies notwithstanding the assignment of primary responsibility therefor 
to one or the other of such agencies; and 

5. Resolve differences arising among departments and agencies of the United 
States with respect to aeronautical and space activities under this Act, includ- 
ing differences as to whether a particular project is an aeronautical and space 
activity. 


Both nominees have made available to the committee pertinent 
biographical data. 

Without objection, I shall ask the staff director to insert in the 
record at this point copies of this information, along with the letters 


of transmittal. 
(Biographical data on William A. M. Burden and Dr. John T. 
Rettaliata, together with letters of transmittal, are as follows:) 


NEw York, N.Y., April 14, 1959. 
Hon. LYnpon B. JOHNSON, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Acronautical and Space Sciences, 
Washington, D.C. 

My Drar SENATOR JOHNSON: In anticipation of your committee’s consideration 
and action on my appointment by the President as a member of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Council, I transmit therewith the following: 

(1) Biographical data. 

(2) Confidential memorandum as to my security holdings, my wife’s security 
holdings, and the security holdings of certain trusts of which I am either life 
beneficiary or a cotrustee, or both, including trusts for the benefit of my children. 

(3) Confidential memorandum as to the security holdings of William A. M. 
Burden & Co. 

(4) A proposed brief prepared statement. 

If you or the staff of your committee have any question or would like any 
additional information, I hope you will not hesitate to let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 
Wirttam A. M. BURDEN. 


WILLIAM A. M. BurpDEN & Co., 
New York, N.Y., April 28, 1959. 

Mr. KENNETH E. BELIEv, 
Staff Director, 
Committee on Aeronautical und Space Sciences, 
Old Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. BeLieu: In accordance with our conversation yesterday I am writ- 
ing to furnish the information which was requested relating to the arrangement 
which Mr. Burden has made with his partners in William A. M. Burden & Co. to 
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be excluded from participation of any kind in any activities, profits, or losses of 
the partnership which relate in any way to matters within the scope of the 
functions of the National Aeronautics and Space Council. 

The following is quoted from the agreement dated January 2, 1959, between 
Mr. Burden and the partnership which has been accepted by all of the general 
partners: 

“Having been appointed a member of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Council I hereby withdraw effective January 1, 1959, from participation of any 
kind in any activities, profits, or losses of the New York limited partnership of 
William A. M. Burden & Co. which relate in any way to matters within the scope 
of the functions of the Council. 

“Furthermore, I shall not act for the partnership with respect to any proceed- 
ing, contract, claim, controversy, charge, accusation, or other matter in which 
the United States is interested before any department, agency, or commission of 
the United States, nor shall I participate in the consideration, decision, or action 
of the partnership upon any such matter. 

“The signature below of each of the general partners will constitute this a 
binding agreement between the partnership, each of them, and me.” 

The foregoing constitutes the statement of the basic principle to be followed. 
It seemed to Mr. Burden and to his partners, including me, as well as to counsel, 
that it would be wholly impracticable to establish a formula in advance for 
the determination of those investments which would fall within the excluded area. 
We rejected as unworkable any formula which was rigidly related to the per- 
centage of a company’s business which might fall within the space and aero- 
nautics field. It was recognized that this was just one of the factors to be 
considered. It was concluded that the only sensible and practicable procedure 
would be to make a determination on an individual company basis at such time 
as the requirement arose. The best evidence of the standards to be applied is to 
be found in the partnership investment list, which has previously been submitted, 
where by asterisks we have indicated the companies which, on the basis of the 
information available, might appear to fall within the excluded area. It seems 
obvious that a “rule of reason” must be applied and that there could be instances 
in which reasonable men might differ. In such instances we would expect, 
however, to lean over backwards in making the determination. It should be 
further pointed out that Mr. Burden will not participate in the investment delib- 
erations or decisions with respect to so-called excluded investments. At the same 
time he has reserved the right in case his partners determine that a particular 
investment is not of the excluded order in effect to veto their judgment and to 
insist that the investment be placed in the excluded category. 

As to the mechanics after partnership funds are invested in any such excluded 
investment, Mr. Burden will have no share in either the profits or losses (includ- 
ing, of course, dividends and any capital gains which might be realized) relating 
to any such excluded investment. 

I hope that the foregoing will satisfactorily answer any questions which may 
exist. I will, of course, be most happy, if you so desire, to sit down with you, 
committee counsel, or any Senator on the committee to discuss this matter in 
further detail. 

Very truly yours, 
JAMES T. HILL, Jr., 
General Partner. 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 


Name: William A. M. Burden. 

Born: New York, N.Y., April 8, 1906. 

Education : B.A. cum laude, Harvard, 1927; D. Se. (honorary), Clarkson College 
of Technology, 1953. 

Married: Margaret Livingston Partridge, February 16, 1931. 

Children: William A. M. Burden III, December 14, 1931 (Harvard, 1953; 
married Leslie L. Hamilton, June 15, 1951; children, William A. M. Burden IV, 
September 16, 1954: Wendy Lee Burden, December 18, 1955) ; Robert L. Burden, 
January 18, 1984 (Harvard, 1955) ; Hamilton T. Burden, May 17, 1937; Ordway 
P. Burden, November 20, 1944. 
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Business activities 

1928-32: Brown Bros., Harriman & Co., New York, N.Y.—analyst of aviation 
securities. 

1932-39: Scudder, Stevens & Clark (investment counsel), New York, N.Y.— 
in charge of aviation financial research. 

1989-41: National Aviation Corp. (aviation investment trust), New York, 
N.Y.—vice president and director. 

1941—47 : In Government Service (see below). 

1947-49: Smith, Barney & Co., New York, N.Y.—aviation consultant. 

1949 to date: William A. M. Burden & Co. (a New York limited partnership 
which is engaged in investing its own funds for its own account), New York, 
N.Y.—general partner. 


Government Service 

1941-42: Vice President, Defense Supplies Corporation (subsidiary of Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation) in charge of Division of American Republics 
Aviation. 

1942-48 : Special Aviation Assistant to Secretary of Commerce. 

1943-47 : Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Air; member, National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics, 1942-47 ; member, U.S. delegation, International Civil 
Aviation Conference, Chicago, 1944; chairman, U.S. delegation, First and Second 
Assemblies of International Civil Aviation Organization, Montreal, 1946, 1947. 

1950-52: Special Assistant for Research and Development to the Secretary of 
the Air Force. 

1958 to date: Member, National Aeronautics and Space Council pursuant to 
Presidential recess appointment made September 4, 1958. 


Directorships 

Union Oil & Gas Corp. of Louisiana, 1932 to date (chairman, executive com- 
mittee, 1954 to date; Runnels Gas Productions Corp., subsidiary ; Union Offshore 
Corp., subsidiary ). 

The Hanover Bank, 1940 to date; Cerro de Pasco Corp., 1941 to date; (member, 
policy committee, 1954 to date). 

American Metal Climax, Inc., 1949 to date. 
Educational, civic, and certain other nonbusiness activities 

President and trustee, the }i:1seum of Modern Art, New York, N.Y. 

Governor, the Society of the Now York Hospital. 

Life trustee, Columbia University; member, committee on finance; member, 
special committee on investments. 

Director, Council on Foreign Relations, Inc. 

Member of council and past president, the Institute of the Aeroneutical Sci- 
ences, Inc. 

Trustee, Institute for Defense Analyses 

Trustee, Foreign Service Educational Foundation (Washington, D.C.). 

Chairman, advisory committee for aviation research program, Harvard School 
of Business Administration. 

Member, visiting committee, Physics Department, Harvard University. 

Member, visiting committee, University Library, Harvard University. 

Member, executive committee, Program for Harvard College. 

Member, visiting committee, Aeronautical Engineering Department, Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology. 

Trustee, French Institute in the United States. 

President and director, France-America Society. 

Political affiliation: Republican; chairman, United Republican Finance Com- 
mittee for the State of New York. 

Home address : 820 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 

Office address : 630 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
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ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, 
Chicago, May 5, 1959. 
Mr. KENNETH BP. BeELIEv, 
Staff Director, Aeronautical and Space Sciences Committee, Old Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. BeLiev: With reference to our telephone conversation of last week, 
I am enclosing 30 copies of each of the following documents: (1) biographical 
material, (2) stockholdings and directorships. 
I understand that you will advise me definitely if I am to appear before the 
committee on Tuesday, May 12. 
Sincerely yours, 
J. T. Retraprata, President. 


ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, 
Chicago, April 22, 1959. 
Hon. Lynpon B. JOHNSON, 
Chairman, Aeronautical and Space Sciences Committee, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. CHAIRMAN: In anticipation of your committee’s consideration of my 
recent nomination to be a member of the National Aeronautics and Space Coun- 
cil, it occurred to me that the following information might be helpful to you 
and your staff. Accordingly I enclose (1) a biographical sketch, (2) data relat- 
ing to stockholdings and directorships. 

If you need to contact me for any purpose, please feel free to do so. You may 
write me at this address or telephone me at Calumet 5—9600. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. T. Rerrariata, President. 


SIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION, Dr. JOHN T. RETTALIATA, PRESIDENT, ILLINOIS 
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 


Born: Baltimore, Md., August 18, 1911; parents, Theodore A. and Viola (Hall) 


Rettaliata. 

Married: Barbara Hertha Herman, October 26, 1938. 

Children: Brian, March 5, 1943; Stephen, July 19, 1957; and Patricia, March 
13, 1951. 

Yducation: Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore (bachelor of engineering, 
1982; doctor of engineering, 1986) ; Michigan College of Mining and Technology, 
Houghton (doctor of ‘engineering (honorary), 1956); Valparaiso University, 
Valparaiso, Ind. (doctor of science (honorary), 1959). 

Honor societies: Omicron Delta Kappa, Beta Circle; Phi Eta Sigma, Pi Tau 
Sigma, Sigma Xi, Tau Beta Pi, Tau Omega. 

Academic fraternity : Triangle. 

Professional record 

Baltimore College Center, Baltimore: Instructor in methematics, 1934-35; 
head of the Department of Mathematics, 1984-35. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture: Laboratory technician, 1935. 

Allis-Chalmers Co., Milwaukee: Head of the calculation and development di- 
rision of steam-turbine department, 1936-44 ; manager of research and gas turbine 
development division, 1944—45. 

Illinois Institute of Technology: Professor of mechanical engineering and 
director of mechanical engineering department, 1945-48 ; consultant in mechanical 
engineering for Armour Research Foundation of Illinois Institute of Technology, 
1946-48 : dean of engineering, 1948-50; vice president of academic affairs, 1950-52. 

President of Illinois Tech, Armour Research Foundation of Illinois Institution 
of Technology, and Institute of Gas Technology, 1952 to date. 


41306—59——2 
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Memberships and activities 

Professional memberships.—American Association for Advancement of Science, 
fellow, 1946; American Society for Engineering Education, 146 to date (mem- 
ber, Lamme award committee, 1956-60); American Society of Mechanical 
Egineers, 1939 to date (chairman of the gas turbine power division, 1948; vice 
president of region VI, 1950-52) ; Engineers Society of Milwaukee, 1940 to date; 
Navy League of the United States, 1955 to date; registered professional engineer 
in the State of Wisconsin; Western Society of Engineers, 1946 to date (member, 
Washington Award Commission, 1949-52; chairman, 1956-59; member, board 
of direction, 1952 to date; member, finance committee, 1957-58; treasurer, 
1957-58 ; second vice president, 1958-59 ; president, 1959-60). 

Civic memberships —aAir University (member, board of visitors, 1955-58 ; chair- 
man, board of visitors, 1957-58) ; American Council on Education (member, com- 
mittee on television, 1953-57): American Foundation for Greece (board of 
regents, 1957); American Legion National Convention, 1958 (citizen’s commit- 
tee) ; Argonne National Laboratory (chairman, ad hoc committee, 1956 to date) ; 
board of education (member, special schools committee, 1952 to date) ; Chicago 
Central Area Committee (chairman, planning and research committee, 1956 to 
date) ; Chicago Plan Commission (member, 1957-62) ; All-Chicago Citizens’ Com- 
mittee (member, 1956 to date); Chicago Educational Television Association 
(member, board of trustees; chairman, educational advisory board, 1953 to date ; 
member, program policy committee, 1955 to date). 

Crerar Library (member, board of trustees, 1952 to date; first vice president, 
1953 to date: chairman, committee on books, 1953 to date); the Foundation 
for Economic Education, Ine. (trustee, 1957-58): Governor’s Committee on 
Metropolitan Water and Sanitation, 1954; Hospital Council of Metropolitan 
Chicago (member, 1957 to date): Illinois Society for Medical Research (mem- 
ber, advisory council, 1953 to date); Junior Achievement of Chicago (member, 
advisory council, 1952 to date; member, advisory board, 1956 to date) ; Lum- 
bermens Mutual Casualty Co. (member, Midwest Advisory Board, 1957 to 
date); Mayor Daley’s Cultural Facilities Survey Committee, 1958; Metropoli- 
tan Housing and Planning Council of Chicago (member, board of governors, 
1952-58); Museum of Science and Industry (trustee, 1959 to date) ; National 
Association of Manufacturers (member, education advisory council, 1954 (3- 
year appointment) ): National Conference of Christians and Jews, 1952 (chair- 
man, educational committee of 1953 Brotherhood Week: State chairman of 
1955 Brotherhood Week): National Italian-American Civic League (member, 
honorary board of trustees, 1952 to date): National Scholarship Service and 
Fund for Negro Students (member, advisory board of college presidents, 1952 
to date); Newspaper Carriers’ Association of Chicago (member, scholarship 
advisory committee, 1952 to date) : George M. Pullman Edueational Foundation, 
1952 to date (director); Railroad Terminal Authority, 1957 to date; Rotary 
Club of Chicago (member, jury of awards, 1953, 1955, 1957) ; the World Book 
Encyclopedia (member, editorial advisory board, 1956-59). 


Directorships 


American Motorists Insurance Co., 1957 to date. 

American Ordnance Association, Chicago Post, 1952 to date. 

American Steel Foundries, 1954 to date. 

The Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Co., 1957 to date. 

Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co. (director, 1956 to date: bonus committee, 
1957 to date). 

Chicago National Bank, 1954 to date. 

DuKane Corp., 1957 to date. 

First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Chicago, 1952 to date. 

International Harvester Co., 1958 to date. 

Peabody Coal Co., 1953 to date. 

S.C. Johnson & Son, Ine., 1958 to date. 

United Wallpaper, Inc., 1956 to date. 

Western Electric Co., Inc., 1957 to date. 
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Special awards 

Compiled report on gas turbines for special applications, National Science 
Foundation, Washington, 1940. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Junior Award, 1941; Special Gas 
Turbine Award, ASME, 1951. 

Citation of Honor, Indiana Technical College, 1958. 

Jesuit Centennial Citation, Loyola University, 1957. 

Pi Tau Sigma Gold Medal Award, 1942. 

Studied British developments in jet propulsion, U.S. Navy, Bureau of Aero- 
nautics, 19438. 

Study and investigation of steam turbines developed by Germany for hydro- 
gen peroxide submarine operations, U.S. Navy, Bureau of Ships, 1945. 

World War II Certificate of Commendation from U.S. Navy, 1945. 

National Conference of Christians and Jews, Chicago Group Citation, 1955. 


Clubs 

Beverly Country Club, Chicago Club, Chicago Commonwealth Club, Com- 
mercial Club of Chicago, Economie Club of Chicago (second vice president and 
member board of directors; president, 1957-58), Executives’ Club of Chicago 
(member of executive committee and program committee; director, 1957-58), 
Tavern Club (member of the governor’s membership committee), University 
Club, Wayfarers’ Club. 

Senator Jounson. I should like to mention at this time that our 
meeting today will start in open session but, in accordance with estab- 
lished procedures, detailed information or specifies pertaining to any 
holdings these gentlemen may have should be considered privileged 
and of a private and confidential nature. So if committee members 
have specific questions pertaining to such, we will go into executive 
session to consider them. 

Senator Javits and Senator Keating, I understand you accompany 
Mr. Burden. It is a privilege to have you here. We will appreciate 
having the benefit of any remarks you might care to make. 

Senator Javits, would you care to be recognized at this time? We 
are delighted to welcome you and to have the benefit of your recom- 
mendation and judgment. 


STATEMENT OF HON. JACOB K. JAVITS, U.S. SENATOR FROM THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK 


Senator Javirs. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I shall not detain 
the committee but an instant. 

It just happens that Bill Burden is a personal friend of mine and 
has been for a very long time. I think the world of him. He will 
speak most eloquently for himself and so will his record. 

1 would just like to say for the benefit of my colleagues that if you 
do decide to confirm him, and I hope you will, you will get a really 
dedicated and hard worker. He has energy and he has great under- 
standing and he knows how to do a job well and I think the United 
States will be superbly and very patriotically served. 

Mainly, I want to tell my colleagues of my experience with him and 
that is he really digs in and does his homework. 

That is the best commendation I can make. 

Senator Jounson. That is a very fine statement. We appreciate 
it, Senator Javits. We will certainly bear in mind your high opinion 
of the nominee. 
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Senator Keating, we are delighted to have you with us today and 
will be glad to have any observation you may care to make. 


STATEMENT OF HON. KENNETH B. KEATING, U.S. SENATOR FROM 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


Senator Keating. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, 
[ echo completely the commendation of Bill Burden which has been 
voiced by Senator Javits. 

I, likewise, have known him for some time. I know him to be 
personally, as well as by reputation, a man of integrity and ability. 
He is well-versed in many of the problems which face the Coune il, 
He has had wide experience in Government service and in industry, 
particularly in research and eee which are the very fields 
that fall under the jurisdiction of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Council. 

This experience fits him eminently for this new role. He has a 
proven record in this area and a record of distinguished public serv- 
ice over a span of a good many years. 

This gives me great confidence that he will carry out with diligence 
and ability the dues which come with me mbership on the Council. 

I know something of = views about America’s space program and 
the problems that this Nation will face in the years ahead and I am 
impressed with his great interest and competence in these areas. 

I commend him most highly to your favorable consideration. 

Senator Jounson. Senator Keating, we appreciate very much vour 
coming here and your recommendation will mean much to the com- 
mittee. 

I want now to ask any member of the committee if he cares to ask 
either Senator Javits or Senator Keating any questions. If not, we 
thank you again and we will bear in mind the very fine recommenda- 
tion you entertain for the nomination of Mr. Burden. 

Mr. Burden, I understand you have a prepared statement. We will 
be glad to insert it in the record and have you make any kind of oral 
statement you care to make or, if you care to read your statement, you 
may do so. 

Mr. Burpen. The statement is very short, Senator. 

Senator Jomnson. Will you proceed to read it then? 

Mr. Burpen. With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would like to. 


STATEMENT OF WILLIAM A. M. BURDEN 


Mr. Chairman, the background material which I have furnished 
to the committee, including biographical data which lists my Gov- 
ernment service in a number of posts during the past 18 years, reflects 
my keen and continuing interest in the advancement of our national 
position through research and development, particularly in the field 
of aeronautics. 

I am deeply conscious of the need for using all the resources at our 
pag to press ahead with the advance ement of space technology. 

The National Aeronautics and Space Council has a great oppor- 
tunity to make a substantial contribution to the defense of the United 
States and to its world position. 

It can also greatly contribute to the enlargement of human knowl- 
edge and perhaps to the improvement of international relations. 
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The challenge is very great, and I can think of few, if any, subjects 
which, at this time, transcend space technology in importance. The 
soundness, extent, direction, and pace of our efforts in this area will 
certainly affect, to an important degree, the future of all mankind. 

I was, therefore, delighted to accept the President’s interim ap- 
pointment as a member of the Space Council, and I hope to be afforded 
the opportunity to continue in this post and to contribute what I can 
to our progress in this a field. 

My interest in this field has quite naturally been reflected to some 
extent in my business activities, as is evident from the material which 
I have furnished the committee. 

As the functions of the Space Council are advisory, and as the mat- 
ters with which it deals are in general matters of overall policy rather 
than, for example, the awarding of procurement or research and de- 
velopment contracts, the likelihood of any situations arising in the 
course of the performance of my duties which might present prob- 
lems of conflicts of interest seems to me to be far more remote than 
in other situations. 

Nevertheless, I have, after careful consideration, disposed of cer- 
tain investments, as has my wife, and I have made an arrangement 
with my partners in William A. M. Burden & Co., pursuant to which 
I have withdrawn with effect from January 1, 1959, the beginning of 
its fiscal year, from participation of any kind in any activities, deci- 
sions, profits, or losses of the partnership which relate in any way to 
matters within the scope of the functions of the Council. 

I have also resigned certain directorships. In doing all these 
things, I have gone beyond what I understand are the legal require- 
ments according to the advice I have received from the Office of the 
Attorney General. 

As to my business activities, I am, as I have said, a general partner 
in the New York limited partnership bearing my name. 

That firm is engaged in making investments for its own account. 
The largest single investment of the partnership at this time is the 
‘apital stock of Union Oil & Gas Corp. of Louisiana, which is engaged 
in the production and sale of oil and natural gas. 

My family has had an investment in this company for more than 
50 years and I have been a director of the company since 1932. I 
would expect to continue as a director and as chairman of the execu- 
tive committee. 

I also expect to continue to be active in the operation and manage- 
ment of William A. M. Burden & Co., except as indicated above. 

In accordance with arrangements which I have made with my part- 
ners, I will take no action on and have nothing whatsoever to do with 
any partnership proceeding, contract, claim, controversy, charge, or 
other matter in which the United States is a party or directly or 
indirectly interested. 

About all that I can foresee in this connection is that in the normal 
course of events tax returns will be filed by the partnership. 

I am also a director of Cerro de Pasco Corp., with which company 
my family has had an important investment connection for over 50 
years, and in which I, my peneen: and various members of my 

a 


family and close relatives currently have an important investment 
holding. 
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Cerro de Pasco is primarily engaged in the mining and processing 
of copper, lead, and zinc. Its principal mining operations are in 
Peru. I would expect to continue to serve as a director of this com- 
pany and as a member of the policy committee. 

1 am a director of American Metal Climax, Inc., and of the Han- 
over Bank. 

American Metal Climax is engaged in mining and processing and 
in buying and selling metals and minerals. I would expect to retain 
both directorships. 

I would also expect to continue my other activities, including the 
presidency of the Museum of Modern Art. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


BURDEN FELLS WE SHOULD PROCEED WITIT A SENSE OF URGENCY 


Senator Jounson. Thouk you very much for your statement. I 
have a few questions'that I want to ask for the record and then I 
will ask my colleagues on the committee if they have any questions 
they desire to ask. 

When one considers the responsibilities of the Space Council, it can 
be seen that they are great and that they cover many unknown areas. 

As I indicated when Dr. Glennan, the Administrator of the Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration, first appeared before 
the committee, there are no blueprints or roadmaps which clearly 
mark out a course that must be followed. 

Mr. Burden, your statement indicates, if I understand it correctly, 
that you agree with that. 

Mr. Burpen. I certainly do. 

Senator Jonson. Now, is it your belief that the country should 
proceed with the exploration of space with a sense of urgency? 

Mr. Burpen. I feel that very strongly, Senator. 


SPACE EXPLORATION WILL HAVE ENORMOUS IMPACT ON SOCIETY 


Senator Jonnson. I wonder if you would give the committee the 
benefit of your opinion as to the importance of space both now and 
in the future? 

Mr. Burpen. I think it is going to have an enormous impact on 
the military situation, obviously. “The new space technical develop- 
ments underway will be of great importance in the field of recon- 
naissance and in the field of communication, and in the field of navi- 
gation and eventually, I would expect, in the field of weapons. 

It also is clearly indicated by the policy clauses of the act that 
space development will have enormous importance from the civil 
point of view. 

I would expect the work to be done in weather forecasting, com- 
munications, and in a number of other areas will be of great impor- 
tance in the development of our economy. Not everything that is 
being invested in the space field will have to be charged up, over a 
long period of time, solely to defense. 

In other words, I think there will be important commercial returns 
over a period of time. I think the space program also offers impor- 
tant opportunities for international cooperation with our friends 
which can be pursued and from which we will benefit. 
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Senator Jounson. Section 102(a) of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Act of 1958 states: 

The Congress hereby declares that it is the policy of the United States that ac- 
tivities in space should be devoted to peaceful purposes for the benefit of all 
mankind. 


Do you concur in that statement ? 
Mr. Burven. I subscribe to that statement, but I think the military 


aspects are going to be important also. 














NO CONFLICT OF INTEREST FOR BURDEN 





Senator Jounson. Mr. Burden, you are, of course, familiar with 
the conflict of interest statute 

Mr. Burpen. Yes, I am. 

Senator Jounson. I do not believe it is necessary to read the list 
of the companies in which you have holdings at. this particular time 
unless you desire it. They will, of course, go into the committee’s 
files. 

Do you believe that you can carry out your responsibilities as a 
member of the Space Council on an ‘impartial basis and without re- 
gard to any personal interest you may have in these various holdings? 

Mr. Burpven. I certainly do. 

Senator Jounson. You have indicated in your statement that you 
have taken action to eliminate possible questions of this kind. Is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Burpen. Yes; I have taken extensive action which I will be 
glad to describe in executive session. 

Senator JoHnson. Do you care to elaborate beyond what you have 
said in your prepared statement / 

Mr. Burven. I prefer to do it in executive session, if you don’t 
mind. I will be happy to do it. 

Senator JoHnson. You indicate in your statement that, in taking 
these actions, you have gone beyond what you understand are the 
legal requirements according to the advice received from the Office 
of the Attorney General. 

Will you give the committee your views on what your understand- 
ing is in this area ? 

Mr. Burpen. The opinion I had from the Attorney General, as far 
as the actual legal requirements which have to be met, indicated that 
I could have retained all my investments which I had at the time of 
my nomination or recess appointment to the Council and that all that 
was necessary for me to do was to disqualify myself as a director or 
partner in connection with the matters in relation to the Govern- 
ment which I have covered in my opening statement and also to re- 
sign from any corporations which were incorporated in foreign 
countries. 

The only two corporations incorporated in foreign countries of 
which I was a director were wholly owned subsidiaries of Union Oil 
& Gas Co. of Louisiana so it was a little difficult to see how they could 
be competing with American business under the intention of the 
statute. Nevertheless, I did resign from those companies. 

Further than that, I have disposed of a number of investments 
which I will be glad to explain to you in executive session. 
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Senator Jounson. Have you participated in activities of the Space 
Council since your original appointment ? 

Mr. Burpen,. Yes. 

Senator Jonson. During the course of your activities, are you 
called upon to function in other than an advisory capacity 2 

Mr. Burpen. No. 

Senator Jonnson. Title 18 of the United States Code, specifically 
paragraph 434, reads as follows: 

Whoever, being an officer, agent or member of, or directly or indirectly in- 
terested in the pecuniary profits or contracts of any corporation, joint stock 
company, or association, or of any firm or partnership, or other business entity, 
is employed or acts as an officer or agent of the United States for the transac- 
tion of business with such business entity, shall be fined not more than $2,000 or 
imprisoned not more than 2 years, or both. 

Have you any reason to believe that your functioning as a member 
of the Space Council would in any way require you to act as an officer 
or agent of the United States for the transaction of business ? 

Mr. Burpven. I would technically be an officer of the U.S. Govern- 
ment by being a yg i of the Council. 

Senator Jounson. I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Burpen. I am technically an officer of the U.S. Government by 
being a member of the Space Council, I believe. 

Senator Jounson. Well, do you contemplate that your functioning 
as a member of the Council would in any way, under the terms I have 
outlined, require you to act as an officer or agent in the transaction of 
business ? 

Mr. Burven. No. 


BURDEN FEELS OUR CURRENT COMPREHENSIVE SPACE PROGRAM IS ADEQUATE 


Senator JoHnson. In accordance with section 201 of the Space Act, 
one of the duties of the President, upon which it is the function of the 
Space Council to advise, pertains to the development of a comprehen- 
sive program of aeronautical and space activities to be conducted by 
agencies of the United States. 

“In your opinion, does the United States currently have such a com- 
prehensive program adequate to meet our needs in space ¢ 

Mr. Burven. I think the program which is embodied in the present 
= partment of Defense and NASA programs that have been testified 

fore your committee and other committees is an adequate pro- 
ean for the period it covers. 

Personally, like everyone who has a special interest in this particular 
field, I would like to see the program larger than it is, but I think it is 
an adequate program and one that we should not be ashamed of. It is 
a good program. 

Senator Jounson. Mr. Wiley ? 

Senator Wirey. Yes, just a few questions. There has been submit- 
ted to us, in confidence, a list of shares you and your wife own. You 
feel that none of these will raise a question of conflict of interest; is 
that right? 

Mr. Burpen. I do not, Senator; no. 
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ESSENTIAL THAT WE BE LEADERS IN MILITARY USES OF SPACE 


Senator Witey. I notice in your statement, among other things you 
say the National Aeronautics and Space Council has a great opportu- 
nity to make a substantial contribution to the defenses of the United 
States and add to its world position. 

Do you want to elaborate a little on that? 

Mr. Burven. I think it is essential for the United States to be a 
leader in space from the military point of view. 

I don’t think we can maintain the leadership of our military avia- 
tion unless we are also a leader in space. The psychological impor- 
tance of being in the front rank in that area is certainly indicated by 
the advantages which the Russians got from their satellite experi- 
ments and the very spectacular things they have done in space. 

I think we have got to be in the front rank, both from the immediate, 
practical military point of view and from the psychological point otf 
view of the effect on other countries as well as the importance of 
space developments over the long run to commercial and economic 
activities of which I spoke earlier in response to the chairman’s ques- 
tion. 

BURDEN’S INTEREST IN AVIATION BEGAN AT AN EARLY AGE 


Senator Witey. Well, now, from your background have you got 
what has been called the explorer mind, seeking to discover the hori- 
zons that. we haven’t yet gotten acquainted with? 

Mr. Burpen. Well, I am afraid I don’t understand. 

Senator Witey. I am not talking about space. I am talking about 
all the necessary knowledge and I will cite an incident to you on what 
I mean, but you answer that question first. 

Mr. Burven. Yes. In response to that, Senator, my interest in av a- 
tion started from my earliest days, from the time I was in college in 
the early twenties. At the time aviation was a relatively pioneer ac- 
tivity and many people were not interested from the business point 
of view. 

My interest has continued and is particularly strong in the research 
and development area. 

At the time I was Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Air, I was 
particularly interested in the research and development programs 
carried out there. Later when I was Assistant for Research and De- 
velopment for the Secretary of the Air Force, that was the field in 
which I offered to serve the Government by choice. 

I have always been interested in the advancing of new ideas. 


WE MUST KEEP LEAD IN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 


Senator Witey. Well, you probably noticed the other day a group 
of our jet fighters—they didn’t give the number—started out over the 
ocean. After they had gotten out a little way, three of them immedi- 
ately precipitated themselves into the sea. 
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Did that cause any inquiry in your mind as to whether or not the 
Russians had outsputniked us once more; whether or not they had got- 
ten a beam, as someone suggested—that maybe they have a beam now 
that we haven’t gotten ? 

That is why I inquired about this defense element. 

In other words, it is an age when what we used to laugh at was Buck 
Rogers. Buck Rogers is way behind what we are finding out now. 

Now, I wondered whether you had any ceriadieea tisee that; whether 
there is a possibility of reaching out and getting beams to intercept 
planes ? 

Mr. Burpen. I have no detailed information as to that particular 
incident, Senator, but certainly the rate of technical development— 
what will be accomplished in the next few years will make what has 
been done in the past look rather modest, indeed. 

We must keep the lead in research and development, in my opinion, 
The most important money we, can spend is in research and de- 
velopment. 


SPACE COUNCIL HAS TREMENDOUS RESPONSIBILITY 


Senator Wirry. As I understand it, the purpose of the Space Coun- 
cil you are on is to see to it that we don’t get another Pearl Harbor 
and that we are ahead of the game in advanced technology, and, as you 
say here, in the defense of the United States; is that correct? 

Mr. Burven. Yes, insofar as it applies to the aeronautics and space 
field, Senator. 

Senator Wiiry. And you recognize the tremendous responsibility 
of the Space Council as well as your personal responsibility; do you 
not ? 

Mr. Burpen. I certainly do, sir. I wouldn’t accept the assignment 
if I didn’t take it very seriously and believe it to be an important 
service to the country. 

I have made considerable sacrifice to accept it. 

Senator Wier. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Jonnson. Mr. Symington? 


SENATOR SYMINGTON PRAISES BURDEN 


Senator Symrnetron. Mr. Burden, as I understand it, you think you 
have done everything necessary so that you might properly accept this 
position ; is that cor rect 2 

Mr. Burven. I believe so, Senator. 

Senator Symineron. Under the law? 

Mr. Burpen. Far beyond: the law. 

Senator Symrneron. Have you consulted with your attorneys to 
that end? 

Mr. Burpven. I have, sir. 

Senator Symrneron. Mr. Chairman, I have known Mr. Burden for 
more years than either of us would care to admit, and although he is 
a member of the opposite party to mine, in my opinion he has been 
an able and dedicated public servant working under both Democratic 
and Republican administrations. 
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| believe that the President is fortunate in getting him to accept 
this position andi would hope that the committee, based on his rec ord, 
would confirm him. 

Senator Jounson. Thank you, Senator. 

Mrs. Smith ? 


BURDEN DESCRIBES HIS JOB AS MEMBER OF SPACE COUNCIL 


Senator Smirn. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Burden, you have been serving 
as a member of the Space Council since September 1958. 

Would you please tell the committee the amount of time you devote 
to this work ? 

Mr. Burpen. I have attended, of course, all the meetings of the 
Council, of which there have been approximately eight since I was 
appointed. 

in addition to that—and I think this is a very important part of 
the job—I have devoted considerable time, I should say between 
2 and 3 weeks of continuous time, visiting the various installations 
connected with the program. Everyone here well knows—and Sen- 
ator Symington in particular—these installations are spread over 
great distances of the United States, and to see them properly takes 
quite a while. 

[ have been, for example, - the Army Ballistic Missile ¢ eee at 
Huntsville, Ala., and to Cape Canaveral, where I spent 2 or 3 days. 

I have visited the Air Force Ballistic Missile Division on the west 
coast and visited other important installations and some of the indus- 
trial plants that are working on this program for the military 
services. 

Among those I have visited are Convair, Rocketdyne, Aerojet, 
Lockheed, and others, and I still have a good many more to cover. 

I estimate that I have done about half of the total inspection 
required to get a really thorough picture of what is going on in the 
field in addition to what is going on in the Council. 

Also, a great deal of study is necessary on the material that is 
furnished to the Council members before meetings, and occasionally 
I have asked for additional studies to be made in the fields I am 
particularly interested in. 


SPACE PROGRAM BEING EXECUTED WITH PROPER SENSE OF URGENCY 


Senator Smrru. Mr. Burden, do you believe our overall national 
space program is being carried forward with the proper sense of 
urgency ¢ 

Mr. Burven. I think, Senator Smith, it is being carried out with 
the proper sense of urgency. 

I naturally would “be happier if the funds available to it were 
somewhat larger. I think we could do it more rapidly. 

I am not concerned about it, however. I think everybody working 
on this has a real sense of urgency and there are many able, dedicated 
people working on the administrative side of the program. 
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CONGRESS WAS WISE TO CREATE SPACE COUNCIL 


Senator SmirH. Do you have any suggestions with respect to 
strengthening the Council or making it serve a more useful purpose ¢ 

Mr. Burpen. I personally feel that it is serving a very useful 
function as it is. 

I think, like, any new organization, as time goes on it will become 
more useful. 

One point which I haven't seen brought out in the hearings is the 
advantage of having a Council at the highest level of government 
which enables any major factor in the program—whether we get 
the proper emphasis in certain areas; whether the budget is large 
enough—to be discussed at the highest levels of government. 

There is very little likelihood, now that we have the Council, that 
such questions will be lost in the shuffle, as they sometimes can be in 
a complex government such as ours. I think the Congress was wise 
to create the Council to carry out this function among others, 

Senator Smrru. How are you kept advised of the programs of 
NASA and the Department of Defense so that you are in a position 
to advise the President on any problems which reach the Space Coun- 
cil level ? 

Mr. Burpen. We have very complete briefings on both the civil and 
military programs. 

We often have morning meetings at which we get complete brief- 
ings in advance.of our meetings with the President, and I myself, of 
course, have been particularly close to the military picture due to my 
service in the Air Force for over 2 years. 

I follow their programs closely through personal contacts in the 
Pentagon. I also know quite a bit about the Navy programs and dur- 
ing my visit to the Army Ballistic Missile Agency at Huntsville, I 
learned a good deal about the Army programs. 

Senator Smirn. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Jounson. Senator Stennis? 


BURDEN ANXIOUS TO SERVE THE GOVERNMENT 


Senator Srennis. Mr. Burden, you certainly have an impressive 
background here of experience and in the business world. 

Now this is not a personal question, but just why did you have a 
desire to serve in this capacity ? 

Mr. Burpen. Well, 1 have always had a desire to serve the U.S. 
Government in this time of crisis. I am fortunate enough to be in an 
economic position which enables me to devote some time to Govern- 
ment service without undue financial sacrifice and I have found the 
almost 10 years that I have put into Government service among the 
most fruitful and rewarding I have ever spent. 

I have tried to accept Government appointments only in areas 
where I feel I have competence. Where I thought I did have com- 
petence, I was honored to be invited to serve. 

Senator Srennis. That is a very good answer. I think we are de- 
pendent on advice and counsel from you gentlemen with this experi- 
ence and willingness to serve. 

Mr. Burven. Thank you, sir. 
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HIEADWAY IS BEING MADE TO ELIMINATE DUPLICATIONS 


Senator Stennis. Now do you get into the field that involves the 
question upon which Senator Symington’s hearings have been based, 
and that is the field of possible duplication in the missile and space 
program ¢ 

I don’t say that critically. It is just something that, as a member 
of the Armed Services Committee, I have seen bills recommended to 
the Senate that carried on many different missile programs and many 
different military programs and a lot of such di iv overlapping 
that a layman could see it. Money was just being poured out and I 
have gotten tired of it myself. I was just wondering if you gentle- 
men go into that. 

It is a difficult field and I know there is no quick answer. 

Mr. Burpen. We certainly do go into possible duplication as far 
as the aeronautical and space activity is concerned and development 
programs are concerned. The Council has no responsibility as far 
as the missile program is concerned. 

My own observation has been that as a result of the careful exam- 
ination of both the military and civil programs that have developed 
since the passage of the Aeronautics and Space Act and the creation 
of the Council, a great deal of potential duplication has been elim- 
inated. 

Senator Srennis. Do you really think so as a businessman? Do 
you think head way is being made ? 

Mr. Burven. Yes. I think there could have been great duplica- 
tion in the tracking area, for example, if we had not had an overall 
program which was examined by the Council and I think that there 
would have been potential duplication in the upper stage boosters 
if this act had not been passed. So you probably have less duplica- 
tion in the space program than almost any similar area in the Gov- 
ernment today. 

Senator Srennis. If I may just ask you one question: You said you 
had not finished your rounds. You know we have Cape Canaveral 
and we have the Army Missile Range out in New Mexico and now 
we are called on for an additional large military construction pro- 
gram, which is Point Mugu, [ believe they call it. 

Are you familiar enough with those to say whether or not you 
think the third one is necessary / 

Mr. Burpen. I have not yet visited the Vandenberg-Mugu com- 
bination but I am quite certain that substantial facilities are necessary 
at Vandenberg and I am quite sure that no large-scale expansion 
would ever take place without being carefully examined by the De- 
partment of Defense and NASA. 

Senator Stennis. I am sure of that also, but I want to know if you 
are able to testify about it. 

Mr. Burpen. Not from firsthand inspection. But my information, 
to date, is to tell you it is not. 

I don’t think there is any excessive duplication out there. 

Senator Stennis. Thank you. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Jounson. Senator Martin? 

Senator Martrin. No questions. 

Senator Jounson. Senator Young? 
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SPACE COUNCIL MEETINGS SOMETIMES LAST A FULL DAY 










Senator Youne. Well, at the outset, may I say that I have every 
expectation to vote in favor of your confirmation, but in regard to 
those eight meetings, you have been a member by recess appointment 
now for 8 months. 

Mr. Burpen. That is right. 

Senator Youne. And so there has been about one meeting a month. 

Mr. Burven. That is right. 

Senator Young. And what is the shortest time any one of those 
meetings lasted ? 

Mr. Burpen. Oh, I would say a half day. Very often they last all 
day. 

Senator Youna. From a half day on? 

Mr. Burpen. To sometimes a full day. 

Senator Young. And in addition to that you have visited some 
installations ? 

Mr. Burpen. Yes. I spent about 3 weeks doing it. 

Senator Youne. ane Senator Javits spoke about your homework. 
You have, I take it, read material, and a great. deal of material ? 

Mr. Burpen. om sir; a great deal of material has been submitted 
to us. 

Senator Youne. Now, do you pilot an airplane? 

Mr. Burpen. I have a private pilot’s license. I am not an active 
pilot today, but I have 100 or 200 hours. 

Senator Younc. Have you ever piloted a jet plane ? 
Mr. Burpen. No, I have not. 




























BURDEN FEELS THAT MOVING IN THE DIRECTION OF SERVICE UNIFICATION 


IS A SOUND THING 






















Senator Youne. Now, you read the statement of Gen. Curtis LeMay, 
I presume, a few days ago where he urged a complete unification by 
our Armed Forces? 
Mr. Burven. Yes, I did. 
Senator Youne. You are familiar with it? 
Mr. Burpen. Yes. 
Senator Youne. May I ask you, What is your view with regard to 
whether we should have a more complete unification ? 
Mr. Burpven. I don’t feel that I have studied the problem suffi- 
ciently to give you a considered answer on that, Senator. 
It involves a great deal of things besides research and development 
which is the area in which I have concentrated particularly. 
The question of the combat: activities of the services, the supply 
activities of the services, and other areas which I have not studied 
carefully—I don’t feel I have sufficient knowledge of them to express 
an informed opinion on unification. 
My general feeling is, however, that moving in the direction of 
more unification is a ‘sound thing to do. I would rather see us move 
in that direction rather than be static. 
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Senator Youne. Isn’t it your belief and your view that if we had 
genuine unification our progress in space exploration might be a 
little further along now ? 

Mr. Burven. I think that is possible in these early space days, but 
what the effects would be on the other activities of the service, I am not 
fully prepared to say because I haven’t studied it sufficiently. 

Senator Youne. You have no reason to believe, however, that they 
wouldn’t be good effects throughout ? 

Mr. Burpen. I just don’t know. I think the rate at which you 
proceed toward complete unification is a very complex problem. Peo- 
ple who have had more exper ience than I have h: ad are the ones whose 
opinion should be taken on the subject. 


TWO APPROACHES TO A PROBLEM ARE OFTEN DESIRABLE 


Senator Young. Do you believe that we should seek at all times to 
avoid duplication / 

Mr. Burpen. Yes, sir: except where duplication is needed in order 
to have adequate competition. You sometimes have to develop two 
weapons systems for the same job until you find which one is best. 

Senator Younc. Can you give an illustration of what you mean ? 

Mr. Burpen. You may have two missiles which are more or less 
a able, say the Atlas and Titan, for example, and it is very neces- 

sary to have both of those under development. 

Eventually, you might be able to eliminate one in favor of the other 
if it was proved to be substanti: ally inferior, but often two technical 
approaches are desirable until you know which is best. 

Senator Youne. If the Air Force, for example, could use the Navy, 
and the Navy could use the Army, wouldn't that be just as good ? 

Mr. Burpen. Yes, but you don’t have to have three services to do it: 
no, sir. 

Senator Young. And if one service did it, it would be cheaper, 
wouldn’t it ? 

Mr. Burpen. It is conceivable: yes. 

Senator Young. And it might expedite things a little 

Mr. Burven. It might. 

Senator Young. It certainly wouldn't do it any harm? 

.Mr. Burpen. I think not. 

Senator Youne. Thank you. 

Senator Jounson. Thank you, Senator Young. 

Senator Case ? 


BURDEN PRAISED BY SENATOR CASE 


Senator Case. I would just like to say, Mr. Chairman, that the 
country is most fortunate in having a man of his qualifications to serve 
in this capacity. 

Senator Jounson. Thank you, Senator Case. 

Senator Cannon ? 
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BURDEN WOULD NOT HESITATE TO IDENTIFY DUPLICATION 


Senator Cannon. Mr. Burden, directing your attention to the du- 
ties of the Council under section 201(d), is states : 

It shall be the function of the council to advise the President with respect to 
the performance of the duties prescribed in subsection (e) of this section. 
And particularly with reference to subsection (e) 5 which states: 

It shall be the duty of the President to resolve differences arising among de- 
partments and agencies of the United States with respect to aeronautical and 
space activities under this Act, including differences as to whether a particular 
project is an aeronautical or space activity. 

May I ask if you would hesitate at all to express your views—and 
forcibly so—if you felt there was unnecessary duplication other than 
planned duplication to which you referred in this particular field ? 

Mr. Burpen. No, sir; I have done that all my life and I would not 
change my philosophy in this position. 

Senator Cannon. Thank you. I have nothing further, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Senator Jonnson. Are there any other questions by members of 
the committee ? 

Thank you, Mr. Burden. We may want to ask you some other 
questions in executive session. 

Mr. Burpen. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator JoHnson. You are excused temporarily and we will now 
hear from the other nominee, Dr. Rettaliata. 

Doctor, I understand you do not have a prepared statement. Is 
there any statement you would like to make to the committee ? 


STATEMENT OF DR. JOHN T. RETTALIATA 


Dr. Rerraurata. You are correct, Senator, I do not have a prepared 
statement. 

I did, however, submit written material giving some biographical 
information. 

I might just make a few comments. I would like to take this oc- 

casion to indicate my pleasure at being selected to participate in the 
activities of the Space Council. 

I recognize that participation involves very great responsibility 
which I am prepared to carry out. I feel that if our Nation intends 
to continue to be the kind of nation that it has been in the past and 
wants to be in the future, it is very important that we remain eco- 
nomically and militarily strong. 

I think the Space Council can play a major role in bringing that 
about and I will be glad to do whatever part I can in helping out. 


DEVELOPMENT OF KNOWLEDGE IS VERY IMPORTANT 


Senator Jounson. Thank you very much, Doctor. Is it your be- 
lief that the country should proceed with the exploration of space 
with a sense of urgency ? 
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Dr. Rerrauiata. Very much so, not only from a military stand- 
point, but I would also be interested in exploring our spacial environ- 
ment for developing new knowledge which can later be used or ap- 
plied for military purposes, but I think the development of knowledge 
itself is also very important. 


DR. RETTALIATA HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY SENATOR DIRKSEN 


Senator JoHnson. Are you acquainted with the minority leader, 
Mr. Dirksen ? 

Dr. Rerraurata. Yes; I know Senator Dirksen. 

Senator JouHnson. Senator Dirksen has recommended you very 
highly to the committee and he expected to be here in person. 

He told the chairman of your unlimited competence and ability and 
if he was able to arrange the duties on the Senate floor, he would 
appear. Otherwise, I would like the record to show that you come 
with the very best recommendation from him. 

Dr. Rerraurata. Thank you. 

Senator Jonson. Section 102(a) of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Act of 1958 states: 

The Congress hereby declares that it is the policy of the United States that 
activities in space should be devoted to peaceful purposes for the benefit of all 
mankind. 

Do you agree with that statement, Doctor ? 

Dr. Rerrauiata. Yes; I do. 


NO CONFLICT OF INTEREST FOR DR. RETTALIATA 


Senator Jounson. You are familiar with the conflict of interest 
statute; are you not ‘ 

Dr. Rerraviata. I think I am; yes. 

Senator JoHnson. I do not believe it is necessary to read the list of 
companies in which you have holdings at this particular time unless 
you desire it. They will go into the committee files, but do you believe 
you can carry out your committee functions as a member of the Space 
Council without any interest in the various holdings ? 

Dr. Rerrauiara. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jonnson. Have you any reason to believe that your func- 
tioning as a member of the Space Council would in any way require 
you to act as an officer or agent of the United States for the transaction 
of business ? 

Dr. Rerraurata. Not that I know of, Senator. 


SOME ATTENTION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO AERONAUTICS 


Senator Jounson. Do you have any further statement that you care 
to make to the committee ¢ 

Dr. Rerrariata. I don’t know of anything that would be pertinent 
except that I notice that all the en is on space. I think aero- 


nautics should get some attention also and I assume it will when we 
get some space activities underway. 


~ —~ . ‘ 
Senator Jounson. Senator Smith ? 
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DR. RETTALIATA WILL TAKE THE TIME NECESSARY FOR SPACE 
COUNCIL DUTIES 


Senator Smirn. Mr. Chairman. Dr. Rettaliata, you are a recent 
appointee to the Space Council. 

Do you intend to continue your present position as president of the 
Illinois Institute of Tec nology 

Dr. Rerrarratra. Yes; I do. 

Senator Smirn. You feel your holding this position will prevent 
you from spending as much time as necessary In carrying out your 
duties as a member of the Space Council ? 

Dr. Rerrauiata. I don’t think so. I was inquiring as to what time 
would be required. I was informed on the average they are running 
monthly meetings and I am assuming—in fact, I am sure—that addi- 
tional time will be required, so I have been planning an average of 
a day a week. 

Senator Smiru. Do you have any suggestions with respect to 
strengthening the Council, making it serve a more useful function? 

Dr. Rerrarirata. Well, since I have never attended a meeting yet, I 
don’t know that I can comment. 


MILITARY WILL USE BASIC INFORMATION DEVELOPED BY NASA 


Senator Smirn. What do you believe should be the proper relation- 
ship between civilian and military activities in space and aeronautics? 

Dr. Rerrauiara. The way I look at it personally, and I don’t know 
that I have too much knowledge of it since I haven’t attended a meet- 
ing of the Council, but I look upon the civil group, that is NASA, 
primarily to develop basic information regarding space and that the 
defense organization would use that information for improving our 
military program. 

I think that is the basic division that I would make. 

Senator Smirn. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Jonnson. Senator Stennis? 

Senator Stennis. I have no questions, thank you. 

Senator Jonnson. Senator Young? 

Senator Youna. I have just one or two questions I should like to ask. 

Supposing the international situation would be such that you would 
find really that you would have to devote more than 1 day a week to 
this work as a member. Would you be able to do that? “Could you 
arrange matters so you could do it ? 

Dr. Rerrauiata. I think it could be arranged, Senator. 

On other occasions, I have taken leaves of absence, not from this 
job, but in the past, when I was sent to England by the Bureau of 
Aeronautics during World War ITI on a jet propulsion mission which 
took a fair amount of time. 

Later, the Bureau of Ships sent me to Germany on the hydrogen 
peroxide submarine which took yuite a bit of time. 


ses 


fa 
his 


an 
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DR. RETTALIATA HAS EXPERIENCE WITH RESEARCH 


Senator Youne. So you do have a background along that line Sen- 
ator Wiley mentioned, but would you say you have the adventurous 
spirit he is talking about ? 

Dr. Rerrarrara. Well, I am president of an educational institution 
which does research requiring constant looking to the future. 

I am also president of the Armor Research Foundation and I ob- 
tained some of my experience in Senator Wiley’s State when I was 
with Allis-Chalmers designing jet engines. 

I might say that I don’t think we should put all of our eggs in the 
space basket. The aeronautics aspect is important, too. 

Senator Youne. Thank you. 

Senator Jounson. Does the committee have any desire to ask any 
questions in executive session of either nominee? 

If not, then we thank you both very much for your appearance. 

The committee will now go into executive session. 

(Whereupon, at 3:25 o’clock, the committee proceeded into executive 
session. ) 

(The committee, in executive session, voted unanimously to report 
favorably to the Senate the nominations of Mr. Burden and Dr. Retta- 
liata. The nominations were so reported to the Senate by Mrs. Smith 
and passed without objections on May 20.) 
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